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The animal stepped suddenly out of dense forest, 
its thick, gray coat shimmering warmly in the early 
morning sun. Even before raising his binoculars, Ron 
Joseph noted the black tuffs of hair at the tips of its ears. 
But what did it hold so gently in those very sharp teeth?
Barely nine months after The Nature Conservancy took title to 185,000 acres along 40 miles of the 
St. John River, an intense multi-disciplinary explor­
ation has yielded remarkable discoveries. As ice began 
to break up on the St. John this spring, our thoughts 
began to drift beyond satellite images and computer­
generated maps. Ahead lay a field season of bush­
whacking, stream-fording and net-wielding.
Soon teams of specialists in birds, invertebrates, 
fisheries, plants, mosses and forest ecology were mak­
ing sorties into these lands. The reports, specimens 
and inventories fill many boxes. Here, we offer five 
glimpses into their methods and efforts and finds.
▼
The Lynx
Ron Joseph wasn’t looking for felines. It was half past six on a clear morning late in June. Still, he 
was already well along in his annual breeding bird 
survey, listen ing to b irdsongs and w atching for 
fluttering movements among the branches.
That’s why binoculars were hanging around his neck 
when, out of the corner of his eye, he saw something 
emerge from a thick stand of trees. He knew before 
lifting the field glasses that he was observing an adult 
Canada lynx, a split-second recognition for which 
years as a U.S. Fish and Wildlife biologist had prepared 
him. The furry object in the cat’s mouth he took at 
first for a dead hare, a staple of the lynx’s diet, but:
“I grabbed my binoculars and watched her,” says 
Joseph. “She paused and I saw her lower a kitten onto
Continued on page two
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Will P u b l i c  L a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  
C o n t i n u e  t o  M e e t  
U r g e n t  N e e d s ?
It is with a sense of great urgency that I write these words. In a matter 
o f d ays, M aine voters have the 
opportunity to provide the Land for 
M aine’s Future program  new life. 
After 12  productive years protecting 
some of Maine’s finest conservation 
and recreation lands statewide, this 
valuable Conservancy partner is flat 
out of funds.
We have the oppor­
tunity to Vote Yes on 
#7 which reads:
“Do you favor a $50 
m illion bond issue to 
purchase public lands 
and easements statewide 
from willing sellers for 
conservation, w ater 
access, outdoor recrea­
tion, including hunting 
and fish in g , w ild life  
and fish  habitat and 
farmland preservation, 
to be matched by $25  
million in private and 
public contributions?” 
O ver the past decade, M aine 
citizens throughout the sate have 
benefited immensely from this source 
of funding for public land acquisition. 
The pages o f this 
n ew sletter have 
been full of success 
stories made pos­
sib le because the 
C on servan cy  has
been able to partner with this out­
standing program.
This partnership allow ed us to 
protect Mount Kineo, the Kennebunk 
Plains, Salmon Brook Lake Bog, Burnt 
Island, N ahm akanta Lake, Horan 
Head, lands around M ount A ga­
m enticus and shoreline along the 
Androscoggin, Mattawaumkeag and 
Little Ossipee Rivers - just to begin 
the list. Others have protected places 
like Scarborough Beach, Grand Lake 
Stream, land and water in the Range- 
ley Lakes and the Bold Coast.
With those funds exhausted, out­
standing lands throughout the state 
stand at risk. This highly acclaimed 
program has helped protect the trea­
sures of Maine and will continue to 
do so - but only if every Maine voter 
who believes in land conservation
O n l y  I f  W e  B e l i e v e  P r o t e c t i n g  
O u r  L a n d s  A n d  W a t e r s  F o r  F u t u r e  
G e n e r a t i o n s  R e a l l y  M a t t e r s .
Discovery
continued from  page one
the dirt logging road. As the kitten 
stood on unsteady legs, the adult 
licked her offspring once, picked it 
back up in her mouth and disappear­
ed into the dense woods.
“There’s no particular reason I was 
at that spot at that time. 1 might have 
driven right by that lynx hiding next 
to the road. What lingers in my mind 
is her long legs attached to a relatively 
skinny body, very big feet, and grayish 
coat going to reddish brown under­
neath. I hit over a dozen more 
breeding bird survey stations that 
morning, but it wasn’t easy keeping 
my concentration.”
W hat Ron Joseph had observed, 
proof positive of a breeding lynx in 
Maine, has been reported only one 
other time in the past quarter century.
▼
River Shore
T he logging road ended a quarter mile short of their destination. 
They cinched down their daypacks, 
took compass bearings and crashed 
through spruce and fir to the steep 
rocky banks of the St. John River. No 
one hikes this remote 
stretch of rivershore.
T h ick ets o f dense 
shrubs alternate with 
grasses, tall herbs like 
Jo e -p y e  w eed and 
hairy goldenrod and 
s lick , alga-covered  
cobble-sized stones.
Botanist A rthur 
Haines, author of The 
Flora  o f M aine, and 
con servation  p lan ­
ning assistant Jam ie 
Radel were less than 
optimistic. In previ­
ous forays along the
river, the same assemblages of three 
or four species kept showing up. The 
pink and petite bird’s-eye primrose, 
Dudley’s rush and Grass-of-Parnassus 
grow  surprisingly thick in places. 
W hile regionally rare, these plants 
seem to have the run of most rocky 
shores along the upper St. John.
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O n l y  I f  E v e r y  M a i n e  V o t e r  
W h o  B e l i e v e s  I n  L a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
G o e s  T o  T h e  P o l l s  O n  N o v e m b e r  2 .
goes to the polls on Tuesday, Novem- neighbors and coworkers now. 
her 2. Only if those who believe that With the support of a remarkably 
protecting lands and waters for future broad coalition of interests, passage 
generations really matters take the time may seem a foregone conclusion. But 
to talk to their frien ds, fam ilies, in an off-year election with compet-
Perhaps that’s why Haines’ excla­
mation startled Radel. After an hour 
spent pushing madly through thick 
shrubs only to resume a snail-like 
pace along every seepy stretch of 
shore, it w as the k ind  o f event 
botanists live for.
“Yes!” Haines was airborn, “Yes!” 
Beneath his hand lens he held purple 
false-oats (Trisetum m elicoides), an 
often solitary, seldom- sighted herb at 
its southern limit in northern Maine.
This was the largest population 
H aines had ever seen. L ik e ly  the 
largest population ever found in the 
United States. Most sites listed for 
Maine have been altered in the last 
hundred years, erad icatin g those
On a day of exhilarating discovery: 
a globally rare New England violet.
populations. Here, of a sudden, was 
the mother-lode.
Ju st a few hundred feet away, it was 
Eureka! again: Vasey’s rush, reported 
at only four other sites in Maine and 
extirpated from two of those. With 
the ad d itio n  o f g lau co u s w h ite-
JOSH ROYTE
ing bonds, success depends on the 
strongest p o ssib le  conservation  
voter turnout.
Please join me in voting Yes on #7.
T h e  S t a k e s  
A r e  V e r y  H i g h .
VoteYeS
on
lettu ce, G aspe shadbush  and the 
globally rare New England violet, this 
stretch  o f r iv e r  had becom e the 
hottest rare plant site on the new 
property.
By day’s end, Haines and Radel had 
covered four miles of shoreline and 
discovered four new sites for nine 
state-listed rare plants - more than 
enough for bragging rights for quite 
some time to come.
T
Forest Primeval
T he sn o w  that lay  three and a half feet deep in the woods had 
compacted to a rock-like surface on 
the logging roads. Studded tires pulled 
the pickup toward a stand of soft­
woods that stood out on the maps 
foresters use to identify the quantity 
and quality of standing timber. From 
the stand’s position on the landscape 
in a low hard-packed till-based valley
Continued on page four
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K ennebunk
Plains
Total conservation lands at Kennebunk Plains now stand at over 1,600 acres.
T he Conservancy has purchased 450-acres adjacent to the Ken­
nebunk Plains Wildlife Management 
A rea. It is the firs t  pu rch ase  of 
conservation  land there since the 
Land for Maine’s Future Board chose 
the Plains as its first project in 1988.
The unique sandplain grassland 
community provides critical habitat 
for a variety of species including the 
endangered grasshopper sparrow and 
the w orld’s largest concentration of 
northern blazing star.
The Plains and its surrounding 
forest have always been important to 
the local com m unity for blueberry 
picking and recreational activities. 
The original purchase enjoyed wide 
support from sportsmen as well as 
the Kennebunk Conservation Com ­
m ission and the Kennebunk, Ken- 
nebunkport, and Wells Water District 
(because the deep sand acquifer plays 
such a critical role in m aintaining 
clean drinking water).
That original purchase established 
the 1 ,0 4 1-a c re  K ennebunk Plains 
Wildlife Management Area. Since that 
time, the Conservancy, which owns a
123-acre preserve abutting the state 
lands, and M aine D epartm ent of 
In lan d  F ish e rie s  and W ild life  
( IF & W ), w hich holds title to the 
M anagem ent A rea, have w orked  
togeth er to m anage the P la in s.
Generally, the Conservancy takes 
the lead in preserving habitat for the 
rare plant and animal communities of 
the grassland, while IF& W  manages 
the upland resources w hich attract
both hunters and fishermen.
IF& W  Commissioner Lee Perry has 
said that rasing the funds necessary 
to add this property to the Manage­
ment Area will be a top priority for 
his Department, which has already 
gained partial funding through the 
Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund and 
the Loon License Plate conservation 
fund.
Discovery
c o n tin u ed  fr o m  p a g e  th ree
near Desolation Brook, conser­
vatio n  p lan n er Jo s h  Royte 
guessed  the stand w ou ld  be 
fairly mature black spruce.
Black spruce is a slow growing 
tree of environmental extremes 
-  high-elevation alpine ridges to 
low-lying sphagnum bogs - and 
this stand appeared to be in 
tougher growing ground than 
the surrounding forest. Foresters had 
recently rated the stand as “high 
volume softwood,” a rating that also 
appeared on maps from the 19 50 ’s. 
The trees, Royte felt, could be over 
1 0 0  years old, could be older.
trees reached up to a foot dbh 
(diameter at breast height - the 
stan dard  for tree m easu re­
ment). Long strands o f pale 
green lichen, old man’s beard, 
hung off branches and trunks 
of trees - but no signs of stumps 
beyond a recent harvest at the 
far edge of the stand.
There, Royte chose the larg­
est stump in sight. Ring count­
ing o f b lack  sp ru ce , w hite 
cedar, or any slow growing tree 
can be tedious. Doing it on snow- 
shoes, in soft snow, with freezing 
fingers makes it twice as slow. Despite 
different training and languages, the 
ecologist and forester had the same 
Continued on page five
JOSH ROYTE
Royte and forester Guy A sselin  
strapped on snowshoes, tucking and 
tying in their pants cuffs. From  a 
distance the forest was clearly black 
sp ru ce , 50 to 60 feet ta ll, thin  
crowned, whip-like, and dark. Some
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What a year!
It was anything but business as usual during the 
fiscal year ending on June 30, 1999.
From the first day of the 
year, our fingers were 
crossed. The Board of 
Trustees had given the nod 
to a bold venture, a joint-bid 
on a magnificent stretch of 
wild and remote river in 
northwestern Maine.
Yet nothing could have prepared 
us for the news we received in 
mid-November. While the bid on 
286 square miles of forest land on 
the St. John River was accepted, 
we learned that our bidding 
partner had moved on. That meant 
that if we were to protect this 40- 
mile stretch of river - and 
surrounding forests - The Nature 
Conservancy in Maine needed to find 
$ 3 5 .1  million - and fast.
While this was seven times more than 
the Maine Chapter had raised during 
its most recent capital campaign, it was 
nonetheless an offer we could not 
refuse. With a loan from our national Land P reserva­
tion Fund, repayable with interest, we closed on 
December 3 1 ,  1998. We had become 
the proud new owners of 185,000 acres along 
Maine’s most remote wilderness waterway. As it turned 
out, this one purchase accounted for approximately 2 0  
percent of the land conserved by The Nature 
Conservancy nationwide during the year.
Within six weeks, an astonishing $ 10  million had 
been pledged to the project. By the end of six months, 
that figure had doubled. An intense, volunteer-led fund­
raising effort was in high gear.
\ Amidst the flurry of activity 
that has characterized this 
historic adventure, one might 
miss another rather 
impressive accomplishment. 
While the St. John River 
purchase gained headlines 
across the country and 
galvanized our colleagues 
everywhere, we 
continued a steady pace 
of land conservation 
statewide. Better than 
that. For the second 
year in a row we 
completed more land 
and water protection 
projects than ever 
before. At the same 
time, we continued 
landscape-^scale 
work in Cobscook 
Bay and initiated a 
similar community-based program 
to conserve the complex mosaic of natural 
communities enveloped by the Saco River floodplain. 
This has been a remarkable year. Even we pause 
occassionally to ask: “How is it possible?” But we 
know the answer. It is possible because of your trust 
and support. Thank you.
Jo e  Wishcamper
Chair
Board o f Trustees
Kent Wommack
Executive Director 
Vice President
The mission of the Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
is to preserve plants, animals and natural communities that 
represent the diversity of life in Maine and on Earth by 
protecting the lands and waters they need to survive.
M a i n e  C h a p t e r  •  T h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y
Year in Review
Ju ly  1 ,  1998 June 30, 1999
T here is tremendous satisfaction in providing funding for a dramatic 
land purchase. It is philanthropy that 
one can stand on - or in the case o f the 
St. Jo h n  River and sim ilar projects - 
paddle on. But none o f these oppor­
tunities come without months and usually 
years of work by conservation planning 
and land protection staff and others.
No C o n serv an cy  pu rchase is m ade 
without consultation with stewardship staff 
to plan for the long-term needs of the site.
Each o f the m any step s that lead  to a 
purchase is essential in assuring that every 
dollar is invested effectively. Membership dues 
and additional contributions raised through 
appeals and other so licitation s m ake it all 
possible.
The St. John River purchase is only the most 
obvious example. The preparation, the strategic 
planning, the consultation and the execution of 
this initiative would sim ply not have happened 
without the extraordinary contributions o f our 
members and other generous supporters. This is 
true o f C onservancy projects large and sm all 
whether along Maine rivers, up and down our 
coast, north, south, east or west. We are proud to 
recognize the following contributors. M a in e  H e r ita g e  S oc ie ty
----------- 1 . ---------3
Last G re a t  P laces S oc ie ty
L ast G reat P laces S o ciety  m em bers are the Maine Chapter's most generous annual supporters, 
making annual operating budget contributions of $ 10 ,0 0 0  
or more. This core group supports critical conservation 
and land protection efforts across Maine and enjoys all 
benefits of Maine Heritage Society members, plus: private 
staff-guided field trips to M aine's m ost outstanding 
preserves, invitations to national Conservancy and local 
M aine Chapter leadership events, and the option of 
recognition in the Conservancy's national annual report.
Anonymous (3) Ms. Roberta W. Knight
Birch Cove Fund Steven C. Leuthold
Mr. &r Mrs. Daniel B. Burke Family Foundation
Mr. &  Mrs. Weaver W. Dunnan Elmina B. Sewall Foundation 
Mrs. Rosalind Holt Mrs. Marion K. Stocking
Maine Heritage Society members play a leadership role in supporting the Maine Chapter's ongoing 
conservation work with annual contributions of $ 1 ,0 0 0  
- $9,999. Among the benefits enjoyed by Maine Heritage 
Society members are: invitations to special field trips 
led by M aine's forem ost scientists and naturalists, 
advance notice of regular Maine Chapter field trips, 
personal updates from  The N ature C on servan cy ’s 
national President John  Sawhill and Maine Chapter 
Director Kent Wommack, two gift memberships to the 
Maine Chapter for friends or family, and invitations to 
both the national and Maine Chapter annual meetings.
Ms. Gail Adshead Dr- Jane E. Barker
Charlton and Eleanor Ames Mr. David P. Becker
Mr. Mark W  Anderson Mrs. Paul M. Beegel
and Ms. Lorraine Ostergren Rein and Nancy Beeuwkes
Kenneth S. and Roberta B. Axelson Ms. Jane Benson 
David and Pamela Baker Mr. Charles Beran
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David Rockefeller Fund, Inc.
Dr. Richard Rockefeller 
and Ms. Nancy Anderson 
Mr. Michael R. Currie 
Ms. Joyce E. Rosinski 
Dr. Hector Rosquete 
Mrs. Benjamin Rowland 
Ms. Susan E. Russell 
S &  G Foundation 
Sand Dollar Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Sawyer 
Sharpe Family Foundation 
Dr. and Mrs. Huntington Sheldon 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Sheldon 
Sibley-Saltonstall 
Charitable Foundation 
Mrs. Barbara E. Sims 
James and Vicki Slaughter 
Alan and Jo Nell Solander 
Mr. John W. Sowles 
Spicewood Fund 
Stephen and Tabitha 
King Foundation 
Mr. Jerome F. Storm 
Eunice and Donald Stover 
Dr. Nancy S. Struever 
The Sulzberger Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Webster Van Winkle 
Ms. Ann S. Waldron 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Warren 
Mr. Richard Warren 
Kent W. Wommack 
and Gro M. Flatebo
Sunset on St. Francis Lake, 
part of the St. John River lands, opposite. 
Frost sparkles on Saco Heath boardwalk, 
below. Easy walking along the shore of a 
Cobscook Bay island, middle. Dennys River 
cuts
Dr. Julia G. Kahrl 
Mr. John M. Kauffmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Kfoury 
Mr. PaulJ. Killoran 
Mrs. Ann M. La Noue 
and Mr. Terence La Noue 
Mr. Vincent T. Lathbury, 111 
Ms. Emily Lewis 
Burt and Marnie Libby 
Dr. Robert L. Luke 
Miss Elizabeth Madeira 
Mr. Harry R. Madeira 
Dr. William E. Manns 
Dr. H. J. Maxmin 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. McCredie 
Mrs. Gertrude L. McCue 
Mrs. Peggy McGehee 
Mr. David H. McKenzie 
Gerrish H. Milliken Foundation 
Mr. Peter G. Milliken 
Ms. Moriah Moser 
and Dr. Daniel Morgenstern 
New York Community Trust 
Mr. William L. Nolan 
Norcross Wildlife Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter M. Norton 
Ms. Julie M. O ’Brien 
O ’Donnell Iselin Foundation, Inc. 
Old Bug Light 
Charitable Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Eliot Paine 
Pine Tree Charitable Trust 
Ms. Joan M. Ray 
and Mr. Dieter D. Weber
SHE«v PAlM[R
The Honorable Robert L.
and Mrs. Helen Black 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Blair 
The Honorable 
and Mrs. Robert O. Blake 
Mr. Peter P. Blanchard, III 
Mr. and Mrs. Weston L. Bonney 
Boston Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Marion Fuller Brown 
Ms. Emma Brown 
Alexander and Anne Buck 
The Reverend
and Mrs. C. Frederick Buechner 
Mr. Clark R. Burbee 
Leslie and Walter 
Burlock Foundation 
Margaret E. Burnham 
Charitable Trust 
Dr. James Stanley Chesnut 
Clarence and Anne 
Dillon Dunwalke Trust 
Joyce and Lester Coleman 
Mrs. Sylvia R Constable 
Mr. Calvert H. Crary 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Creighton, Jr. 
Ms. Sara M. Crisp 
Ms. Beverly Crockett 
and Mr. Samuel Brown 
Dendroica Foundation 
George P. Denny, III 
and Joan Fitzgerald Denny 
Ms. Ann Dorney 
and Mr. David Axelman 
Downcast Conservation Foundation
Mrs. Katherine H ill Doyle 
Dr. Charles Duncan 
and Ms. Ilze Balodis 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Eccher 
Mr. Stephen H. Emmons 
Mr. Jonathan Eno 
Ms. Virginia Feleppa 
Miss Jeffrey Ferguson 
Mr. E. James Ferland 
and Mrs. Eileen Ferland 
Mrs. Richard Files-Paine 
Falcon Charitable Foundation 
Mr. W. West Frazier, IV 
Ms. E. Marianne Gabel 
and Mr. Donald Lateiner 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon A. Gorman 
Ms. Alice Graefe 
Green Hill Foundation 
Mr. Harry W. Grimmnitz 
and Ms. Martha Soule 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph V. Hagopian 
Mrs. Charles F Hall 
Harriette A. Frank Charitable Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Tracy K. Hastings 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis W. Hatch 
Mr. Winthrop C. Henderson 
Ms. Karen B. Herold 
Mr. Ben E Hirsch 
Daniel and Wilma 
Homer Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W  Huber 
Mrs. Sherry Huber 
Miss Barbara S. Jones
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Protecting Maine’s Finest Habitats Statewide.
In a year when massive amounts of staff time and chapter resources 
were dedicated to a single historic purchase, 286-square miles on the St. John River, 
the Conservancy in Maine set another record. For the second year in a row, the Maine 
Chapter completed more land protection projects that ever before.
The 20 projects ranged north, south, east and west, 
underscoring a commitment to the conservation 
of native plant and animal habitats 
throughout the state.
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B u tle r P re se rv e
The Conservancy was able to help the 
Kennebunk U n d  Trust add several 
acres to its Butler Preserve along the 
Kennebunk River.
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The Nature Conservancy’s bold purchase of 185,000 acres of forestland for $ 3 5 .1  
m illion  along the upper St. Jo h n  River in 
December 1998 made conservation history. 
R aising the sights o f con servation  organ ­
izations and land trusts throughout Maine, and 
the nation, the St. John purchase may be the 
ca ta ly st for lau n ch in g  the p ro tectio n  o f 
landscape-scale conservation projects nation­
wide.
Six Months 
on the
St. John River
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This is the largest financial commitment ever m ad e  
by the Conservancy, by a factor of two, anywhere in the 
world. Thanks to the initial extraordinary commitment 
of 10  generous individuals and families, the Conservancy 
was able to secure a loan to purchase the property, raising 
an initial $ 1 0  million in cash and pledges in six weeks. 
Since then, other prominent foundations, individuals and 
businesses have valiantly stepped forward.
By the end of our fiscal year on 
Ju ne 30, 1999, the Conservancy 
had raised over half of the total 
purchase price, a total o f $2 3  
million for the protection of the 
St. John River and surrounding 
wilderness.
Our vision for the watershed 
is to protect the length of this 
magnificent wilderness river, 
preserve its m ost eco lo g ­
ically significant areas and 
prom ote the su stain ab le  
management of its working 
forests. When this vision is 
complete, it will be a gift 
to the people of Maine as
grand in scale and as cherished by future generations as 
the gift Percival Baxter left us a generation ago. We thank 
those leaders who have invested in this bold endeavor.
Anonymous (4)
Burts Bees and North Woods 
Wilderness Trust 
Leon and Lisa Gorman 
Christopher Harte 
and Family
Sherry and David Huber
The Lennox Foundation 
Libra Foundation 
John Merck Fund 
and Hatch Family 
Merck Family Fund 
Morgridge Family Foundation 
The Perrier Group of America - 
Poland Spring Subsidiary 
David Rockefeller, Sr.
Richard Rockefeller 
and Nancy Anderson 
Steven C. and
Barbara Rockefeller 
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation 
Stratford Foundation 
Sussman Family Foundation 
Sweet Water Trust
Marie and John E. Thron 
oe and Carol Wishcamper
L e a d e r s h ip  g ift s  o f  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  
o r  g r e a te r  th r o u g h  J u n e  19 9 9
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This has been an extraordinary year for the Maine Chapter. Many of our members have stepped forward for special projects, including supporting the Conservancy’s work in acquiring the St. John River lands and other 
special capital needs around the state. We have recognized gifts to the chapter’s operating budget on pages one 
and two. Here we salute those who have donated to special capital projects at a level of $1,000 or more.
Anonymous (10)
Charlton and Eleanor Ames 
Madge Baker
Bangor Publishing Company 
Robert and Helen Black in memory 
of Albert H. Chatfield, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Blair 
Weston and Elaine Bonney 
The Boston Foundation 
Dr. Markley H. Boyer 
and Dr. Barbara E. Millen 
Helen B. Boynton 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel C. Butler 
George N. Campbell, Jr.
Miss Alison Mason Chase 
A.H. Chatfield 
Geoffrey Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Clark 
Lester and Joyce Coleman 
David L. Courtemanch 
Davis Conservation Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dickey, Jr. 
Mr. Bayard C. Ewing, Jr.
Fields Pond Foundation, Inc.
Falcon Charitable Foundation 
Diane and Rick Flaherty 
Judith and David Falk Charitable 
Trust of The Community Foundation 
for the National Capital Region 
Fund for Preservation of Wildlife 
and Natural Areas 
Nancy Gray
Karen B. Herold and Mark Isaacson 
Ruth C. Hoffman 
Jennifer Huntington 
Ron Joseph
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kfoury 
Sam &  Anna Knight Fund 
Mrs. Richard W. Ledwith 
David McCargo
Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation 
Mason and Margaret Morfit 
Caroline Morris 
Catherine O ’Keefe 
Orchard Foundation 
Dr. and Mrs. Ray B. Owen 
Paige Family Fund 
Mrs. and Mrs. C.W. Eliot Paine 
Michael Perry and Chris Wolfe 
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Preston
Ala H. Reid
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Rogers 
Mrs. Benjamin Rowland 
Mary Saltonstall 
Sharpe Family Foundation 
Jean Scudder 
Ann and Stephen Smith 
Dr. Robert Steneck 
and Ms. Joanne B. Steneck 
David, Graeme and Signe Stone 
Frederic and Susan Stott 
The Sudbury Foundation 
Clinton Townsend 
Jane B. Ulstrup in memory 
of Carl C. Ulstrup 
Peter and Barbara Vickery 
Mr. and Mrs. Carrol Voss 
Mrs. Jeptha H. Wade 
The Wapack Foundation 
Richard J. Warren 
Lucy R. Waletzky 
Mr. and Mrs. Hartley D. Webster 
Lissa Widoff 
and A. Chris Finlayson 
Wildwood Fund 
Ira and Mary Agnes Wine
Martin C. Womer 
Kent W. Wommack 
and Gro M. Flatebo 
William andjean Wommack
Natural Areas
T he fo llo w in g  donors made gifts of land to the 
C on servan cy deem ed by 
scientists to be ecologically 
significant.
Anonymous (1)
Dr. &  Mrs. Walter J. Gamble 
Ethel M. Hilton 
Kasprzak Landbank, Inc.
Priscilla Deforest Williams
Specia l Projects
T h e  N a tu re  C o n se rva n cy  M a in e  C h a p te r A n n u a l R e p o rt 1 9 9 9  - 9
Corporate 
Conservation 
Council of 
Maine
BRUCE KIDMAN
Launched three years ago, the Corporate ConservationCouncil of Maine provides an opportunity for businesses to 
actively support for conservation in Maine. Today, the Council has 
grown to include 74 of Maine's leading businesses. Council 
members leverage their professional and financial expertise to 
protect the state's best natural landscapes - landscapes which 
provide recreational opportunities for employees and customers, 
attract tourism, help businesses recruit and retain a qualified work­
force and sustain land values.
Corporate Council support and 
private philanthropy helped the 
Conservancy purchase 185,000 acres 
of forest land along the wild St. John 
River last December, and recently 
protected 236 acres at York Pond in a 
highly-developed area of southern 
Maine. The York Pond purchase, like 
many of the Council's investments, 
successfully leveraged $60,000 into 
protection for a $150 ,0 00  property. 
Additionally, Council members were 
active in guiding a $50 million 
public land bond through the Maine 
Tegislature last session.
Corporate Council members 
receive media recognition via 
newspaper ads running across the 
state each year, enjoy networking 
with other Maine business leaders 
at the annual luncheon with 
Governor King, and receive 
additional benefits for employees 
and management. Membership is 
available at the Cadillac ($1,000), 
Kineo ($2,500), Bigelow 
($5,000), and Katahclin 
( $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 +) levels.
Katahclin
L.L. Bean
J. M. Huber Corporation 
MBNA
Poland Spring Bottling Company
Bigelow
Bangor Daily News 
Bath Iron Works 
Peoples Heritage Bank 
Portland Press Herald/
Maine Sunday Telegram
Kineo
Brunswick Publishing Co.
-Times Record
Diversified Communications 
Down East Magazine 
Ducktrap River Fish Farm, Inc. 
Duke Energy North America
Dyer/Gray Partnership 
Fisher Engineering 
Harraseeket Inn 
J. D. Irving, Ltd.
Lewiston Sun Journal 
Maritimes &  Northeast Pipeline 
Old Town Canoe Company 
Tom’s of Maine
C adillac
Acadia Bay
ACO RN  Products, Inc.
Atlantic Geoscience Corporation 
Atlantic Salmon of Maine 
Bangor International Airport 
Bangor Savings Bank 
Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer &  Nelson 
Berry, Dunn, McNeil &  Parker 
The Boulos Company 
Bradco Chair Co.
Brooklin Boat Yard, Inc.
Cianbro Corporation 
CMP Group, Inc.
Cole-Haan
Dead River Company 
Deering Lumber, Inc.
Deighan Associates, Inc.
Delorme Publishing Company 
Epstein Commercial Real Estate 
Falcon Shoe Manufacturing Company 
FPL Energy 
Fort James Foundation 
Freeport Veterinary Hospital 
Great Northern Paper Co.
Guilford of Maine
Hancock Lumber/M.S. Hancock, Inc. 
Hancock Natural Resource Group 
Imageset, Inc.
Jameson Gallery and Frame 
Journal Tribune 
KeyBank N.A.
Lee Auto Malls
Lemforder Corporation 
Merrill Merchants Bank 
Millrock, Inc.
Moss, Inc.
New England Internet Services 
O ’Hara Corporation 
PA. Strategies 
Pierce Atwood 
Plum Creek Timberlands 
Prentiss &  Carlisle Co., Inc. 
The Public Affairs Group 
Sebasco Harbor Resort 
Seven Islands Land Company 
LoisJ. Strickland 
Tower Publishing 
Wagner Forest Management 
Wishcamper Properties, Inc. 
Woodlot Alternatives, Inc. 
Wright-Pierce Engineers
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1P rotectio n  o f one o f the c o u n try ’s last wilderness rivers is inspiring the support of 
a growing number of corporations around the 
country. Burt’s Bees a manufacturer of natural,
Earth-friendly personal care products first began 
in G u ilford , M aine. N ow  located in North 
Carolina, Burt’s Bee has not forgotten its Maine 
roots. W ork ing w ith  the N orth  W ood:
Wilderness Trust, one of the Maine’s newest land 
trusts, Burt’s Bees provided $2  million at a time 
that w as critical to the M aine C hapter in 
secu rin g the $ 3 5 . 1  m illion  loan from  the 
Conservancy’s Land Preservation Fund.
Founded by the Ricker family, Poland Spring 
Bottling Company is a firm that has been in business in Maine 
since 179 2  and has long recognized the importance of conservation. In 1860, a member of the 
Ricker family addressed the Maine Legislature, urging them to protect the state’s natural heritage while the 
opportunity still existed. Many wish today that those words had been better heeded.
Poland Spring announced their $ 1  million contribution to the protection of the St. John  River at the 
Corporate Conservation Council’s annual luncheon this year. Kim Jeffery, President and CEO Perrier Group 
of America of which Poland Spring is a subsidiary, described the St. John River project as “a rare opportunity 
for the company to play an essential role in preserving Maine’s future,” and noted that the gift was the 
largest Poland Spring Bottling Company has ever given to a charity in Maine by a factor of ten.
Thanks to Burt’s Bees, Poland Spring and a growing number of corporate partners, the Conservancy is 
making conservation history in Maine.
St. John  Project 
Attracting Corporate Support
W ith  a b e q u e st or life - in c o m e  g ift to T h e  N a tu re  C o n s e rv a n c y  y o u  can  help protect the natural w orld for your children and grandchildren. W hat better 
way to make sure they can hike in  the same mountains, swim in the same lakes, and catch 
a glimpse of an eagle in  the air or a w ild  orchid on the ground. W e thank the following 
Maine Legacy C lub  members who have provided for The Nature Conservancy’s w ork in  
their wills or estate plans.*
Anonymous (51)
Mrs. Joan P Acord 
Ms. Barbara E. Baeslack 
Mrs. Marjorie C. Bailey 
Ms. Madge Baker 
Dr. David Baldwin 
Katharine S. Beale 
and Robert E Boehm 
Mrs. Evelyn Bennett 
Mrs. Ruth D. Bietsch 
Ms. Caroline K. Bloy 
Ms. Carolyn Bryant 
Joyce A. Bryant 
Ms. Helen S Byram 
Mr. Theodore Cohn 
Lester and Joyce Coleman 
Mr. Stewart C. Dalrymple 
Mr. Christopher W. Davenport 
Mr. Chester L. Duff
Dr. Charles Duncan 
and Ms. Ilze Balodis 
Mr. Paul Earle 
Mrs. Ralph C. Erskine Jr.
Mrs. June Ficker
Mr. Harold E Ford
Mrs. Ruth B. Fraley
Ms. Anne Garland
Mr. &  Mrs. Roger B. Gorham
Mrs. Sarah S. Hasbrouck
Mr. &  Mrs. Bruce W. Herbig
Mr. Charles W. Hubbard, III
Mr. &  Mrs. William K. Hube, Jr.
Sherry E Huber
Mrs. Lee Humphreys
James and Lavina Kemp
Mr. &  Mrs. John H. More
Mason and Margaret Morfit
Ms. Marta Morse
Mr. Edward W. Norton 
Mrs. Charlotte Opper 
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Owens, Jr. 
Mr. &  Mrs. Robert Owens 
Ms. Ann H. Peirce 
Mr. Laurence A. Pierce 
Dr. Eva Powers 
Ms. Anne A. Proctor 
Ms. Doris V  Quick 
Ms. Jeri Quick 
Mr. Harold B. Raymond 
Mrs. Ala H. Reid 
Ms. Diana 1. Rigg 
Ms. Caroline Sikorsky 
Dr. Fredrika P Smith 
James &  Rachel Tabor 
Mr. Maurice Thibault 
and Ms. Pam Urquhart 
Anna Marie and John E. Thron
Mr. Arthur M. Tingue 
Ms. Betty M. Twarog 
Barbara and Peter Vickery 
Mr. Kent W. Wommack 
Dr. Sarah J. Woolf-Wade
*List compiled as of June 30, 1999
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The N ature Conservancy
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W hat’s That
in M y M ailbox?
N ow that summer has turned to fall, our mailboxes fill with updates and requests from many organ­
izations seeking our support. How does The Nature 
C on servan cy seek su pp ort from  m em bers? M ore 
importantly, how can you can help make those commun­
ications more efficient and enjoyable fo r you?
The Nature Conservancy is made up of many different 
w orking units: our home office in Arlington, Virginia 
(which includes the International Program), and at least 
one field office in every state. Each of these operating 
units raises funds for its own programs - so if  you ’re 
associated with more than one office, you’ll receive news, 
information and solicitations from each.
The N ature C o n serva n cy ’s M aine C h a p ter  has 
approxim ately f 0 ,0 0 0  m embers and four individual 
membership categories:
•  General Members making annual contributions 
up to $99 to the Chapter or to special projects receive 
renewal notices from the home office. Funds generated 
from membership dues are allocated to the state of residence 
unless the member designates the contribution go to 
M aine or sends a contribution directly to the Maine 
Chapter.
•  M aine C h apter C onservators  m ake annual 
contributions of $ f0 0  or more to the Maine Chapter and 
receive special benefits such as advance notice of chapter 
field trips and special updates. Conservator membership 
dues remain in Maine, regardless of the state of residence; 
and renewal notices come from our office.
•  Maine Heritage Society members make annual 
contributions of $ 1 ,0 0 0  or more to chapter operations. 
In addition to Conservator benefits, Heritage Society 
members can designate free gift memberships and receive
personalized field trips and recognition in the Maine 
Chapter’s annual report. The Maine Chapter sends all 
Heritage Society renewal notices and special invitations.
•  Last Great Places Society members make annual 
contributions of $10,000 or more to Chapter operations. 
These leaders receive special chapter benefits as well as 
national gift recognition, private, staff-guided field trips 
at Conservancy preserves, and invitations to national 
Nature C on servan cy leadersh ip  events. The M aine 
Chapter sends all Last Great Places Society renewal 
notices and special invites.
What are “appeals”  and why do you receive 
them if you’ve already paid your dues?
Since membership dues cover only a portion of our operating costs, each spring and fall the Maine Chapter 
asks members for additional support. These appeal funds 
support our general operations or designated conser­
vation projects.
All other operating units of the Conservancy must also 
support their programs through membership contrib­
utions. That’s why Conservancy members may also receive 
updates and appeals from  our hom e o ffice , from  
international programs, and from other state chapters.
New Way to Support the 
Conservancy’s National Office 
This fall M aine C on servators and H eritage Society 
M em bers w ill have the opportun ity to support the 
Conservancy’s national program, and may receive national 
office solications. If you are already be contributing, we 
encourage you to continue your support. But as long as 
you renew your Maine membership when you get the Maine 
notice, you’ll remain a member of the Maine Chapter.
What Can You Do?
All of this can add up to more mail than some people would like. We want to give you the opportunity to make 
contributions to the Conservancy programs of your choice, but we want to avoid wasting paper on solicitations that 
simply go into your recycling bin. If you feel you are receiving too many solicitations from The Nature Conservancy, 
please let us know which programs you’d like to support and we’ll make every effort to tailor our requests to fit your 
wishes. Call 207-729-5181 and ask for the Membership Coordinator.
The Nature Conservancy Maine Chapter Board of Trustees 1999
LyndelJ. Wishcamper, Freeport, Chairperson • George N. Campbell, Jr., Portland, Vice Chairperson 
• Leon A. Gorman, Yarmouth, Vice Chairperson • Roger Milliken, Jr., Cumberland Center, Vice Chairperson • 
Madge Baker, Springvale, Secretary • Weston L. Bonney, Portland, Treasurer • Eleanor “Noni” Ames, Cumberland 
Foreside • Markley H. Boyer, Pembroke/Westwood MA • Joyce Coleman, Addison/Dallas TX •
David L. Courtemanch, Mt. Vernon • Chris Harte, Portland • Sherry Huber, Falmouth • Ed Kfoury, Oquossoc/ 
Sanibel FL  • Ray Owen, Orono • Ala Reid, York Harbor •  Robert Steneck, North Whitefield • Anna Marie Thron, 
South Portland • Richard J. Warren, Bangor • Lissa Widoff, Freedom •
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Discovery
c o n tin u e d  fr o m  p a g e  fo u r
technique: mark every ten rings with 
a pen and reco u n t tigh t rin ged  
decades twice. At two and a half feet 
above the forest floor, Royte counted 
14 8  rings out from the center and 
AsselinAsselin 159  rings in from the 
bark. That put the first tree at 
307  years of age - plus the 
decade or so it took to even 
reach that height!
If the stump from this ad­
ja ce n t stand w as over 300  
years old, some of the trees in 
the apparently undisturbed 
stand were older still. Royte 
wondered as he walked back 
through this dense stand of old 
spruce whether it was truly 
v irg in  forest. Perhaps, he 
thought, the answer may yield 
to more research, or, in keep­
ing with the dark spruce forest, may 
rem ain cloaked in the shadow of 
time.
T
Dragonfly Dogfights
Late morning and evenings when the air is cool and the insects are 
rising off of the water, St. Francis
JOSH ROYTE
Claw marks are a way bears claim a tree.
BILL SILLIKER, JR.
Stream  is the place for hun ting 
dragonflies and dam selflies on the 
prow l. W ith stealth , speed and 
maneuverability, these pre-Cambrian 
aerial hunters are at the top of their 
insect food web; and, as such, top 
environmental indicators of the health 
of the streams, ponds, and wetlands.
Dragonflies (wings spread at 
rest) and dam selflies (wings 
closed at rest) are odonates - 
m em bers o f the order 
O donata. A part from  their 
lifestyle as voracious aquatic 
and aeria l p red ato rs, these 
insects are beautiful to behold.
W ading thigh-deep in the 
stream, Paul Brunelle is deck­
ed in p leated  k h a k i’s, fu ll 
brim m ed ou tback  hat, and 
vest o f m any pockets filled  
with field guides, collecting
Continued on page six
Saco River F loodplain  Forest
The vernal pools along the river play 
a pivotal role in the life cycle of 
am ph ib ian s such  as the spotted  
salamander, which lay their eggs in 
vernal pools to avoid egg predation 
by fish.
Since land acquisition is not the 
core focus of the Conservancy’s new 
Saco R iver P ro ject, d iscu ssio n s 
proceed  w ith  other stak eh o ld ers 
along the river to ensure that the 
natural values of the river are main­
tained for future generations of fish, 
fowl and humans.
Saco
River
flood-
plain
forests
On a crisp September morning, a canoeist can have the Saco River 
to herself. It is a time to look for 
w ood ducks w ho, having hatched 
their you n g, are now  overseein g  
training flight through the woods in 
pursuit of their favorite food - acorns.
This past Septem ber and som e 
miles away, ink was drying on a deed 
that transfers 347  acres and nearly 
two and a half miles of Saco River 
frontage to The Nature Conservancy. 
This purchase marks the first large 
acquisition of land in the best exam­
ple of an intact river floodplain in the 
northeast.
The land was purchased from Lyme 
Timber. The New Hampshire-based 
tim ber m anagem ent com pany ac­
q u ired  the p ro p e rty  e a r lie r  th is 
decade w ith  h o p es o f fin d in g  a 
conservation buyer to maintain the 
high value habitat; eventually offering 
it to the Conservancy at a bargain 
price.
The property consists of uplands 
and a complex mosaic of floodplain 
com m unities, including riverw ash 
barrens, vern al poo ls, backw ater 
sloughs, acidic fens, oxbow ponds, 
and sedge m eadow s. F lo o d p la in  
forests are utilized by a wide variety 
of wildlife species, including eagles, 
peregrine falcons, a wide variety of 
waterfowl and wading birds as well as 
w hite-tailed deer, moose and bear.
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Hardwood Island
Maine’s Bureauof Parks and Lands received a gift from 
The Nature Conservancy - 29 acre island Hardwood 
Island in Nicatous Lake. The island and associated camp 
buildings were given to the Conservancy by the Dayton 
fam ily in the mid-60s.They had owned the island since 
the late 1890s. As part of the agreement, the Bureau will 
lease a small portion of the island to the Dayton fam ily 
with the remainder of the island available fo r public use. 
The gift of Hardwood Island complements the State's 
recent acquisition of 75 other islands in Nicatous Lake 
from Robbins Lumber Co. The transaction also included 
a donation of $40,000 from the Conservancy to 
establish a stewardship fund. Interest income from this 
fund will be available to the bureau to help pay fo r the 
costs associated with the management of existing State- 
owned lands in the Nicatous Lake area, and a soon-to- 
be-acquired 22,000 acre conservation easement. At 
right, the eagle’s eye view of Nicatous Lake BILL SILLIKER, JR.
CZ3
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Thanks to the Great Duck Island work crew of Stan Goodnow, John Towers and Brian Lawrence, and 
to Peter Blanchard and Russ Pettigrew getting them out to the island; Jo n  Doyle, Terry and Sheldon 
Arford, Jack  Snowman for transporting the caretakers at Damariscove; Bob Norwood for delivery of 
roofing supplies to Damariscove; Dick, Robin, and Tomas Hammond, and Brian Barter for general 
help at Damariscove Island; Jim  Hamlin for fixing the fire pumper; Paul Dest for coordinating the 
Kennebunk Plains community field trips;Bob Wheeler for clearing the trails at La Verna.
Discovery
continued from page five
envelopes, indelible pens and more. 
Brunelle is the odonate guru for Maine 
and the M ari-tim es p ro v in ces. 
Dragonfly collecting is somewhat of 
a sport and Brunelle is as swift with 
his net as he is at identifying species 
on the w ing. That’s good because 
dragonflies rocket past ju st inches 
above the stream and stage radical 
split-second turns.
With his intense concentration and 
athleticism, Brunelle bags about one 
in four, not bad for a terrestria l 
creature. He plays the stream at the 
time of the year and in the weather 
adults are flying. Then he observes the 
patterns of different species’ flights -  
downstream  zigzag route, straight 
shots upstream along the banks or a 
sinuous weave through the alders six 
feet overhead.
After guessing their speed and 
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route, he coordinates the speed of his 
net and the force with which he must 
fling the captor to the end of the net, 
spin the hoop to trap it inside - and 
do it all so lightly that he does not 
damage the specimen.
“Ready at two-o’clock,” he called, 
spotting the prey. “Half way up the 
bank, this could be our gra fian a .” 
(short for Boyera grafiana, the Ocel- 
lated darner). “Drat! she’s onto us. 
Did you see the way she avoided the 
net?”
He got her the second time around 
despite her attempted barrel roll and 
fake to the right. She never saw the 
second swing come off the backhand. 
Paul Brunelle reached in, folded her 
wings comfortably between his index 
and middle finger and held her up for 
inspection.
She was a dull gray dragonfly with 
yellow spots and brilliant blue-green 
iridescent flecks on her forehead. And 
she represented the tenth rare odon­
ate species swept into his net on this 
trip. She jo ined  harpoon clubtails, 
brook snaketails, and lake, delicate 
and warpaint emeralds found over St. 
John lakes, bogs, and streams, includ­
ing one shadow dragon apparently 
new to science.
T
Big Cedar
R oadless tracts o f this size are uncommon in the north Maine 
woods. By the third visit to this corner 
of the property, Royte had the access 
options figured out: a logging track 
five miles to the south, a pair of roads 
barely  reach ing the edge o f the 
township to the north or the river 
access, a choice between a cold wade 
across a tributary and a four mile 
paddle upstream or a full day’s paddle 
downstream from the other direction.
Barely discernable now, roads once 
followed the shore of the St. John and 
penetrated parts of the forest. Moose
&
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Leave a Legacy
The Legacy Club honors those who 
have named The Nature Conservancy 
in their wills. For gifts that take effect 
after your lifetime, The Conservancy 
should be named as, “The Nature 
Conservancy, a nonprofit corporation 
organized and existing under the laws 
of the District of Columbia and with 
principal business address of 4245 
North Fairfax Drive, Arlington, 
Virginia 22203.
If you wish to direct your bequest to 
the Maine Chapter, please add the 
following phrase to the wording 
recommended above, “to be used to 
further the purposes of The Nature 
Conservancy in the state of Maine.”
For information about planned gifts 
generally, call Mason Morfit at (207) 
729-5181.
We’re looking for two items 
that may be gathering dust in 
your garage: a small out-board 
tro llin g  m otor and a gas- 
powered trimmer. If you can 
donate one o f these item s 
p lease  ca ll 2 0 7 - 7 2 9 - 5 18 1 .  
Thanks. Drawing by Weber ©  1999 The New Yorker Magazine, Inc. All Rights Reserved
“Don’t  you think it’s time you started thinking about your legacy?”
may have kept a path along the old 
logging roads. If not, an impenetrable 
wall of alder, spruce and fir have likely 
reclaim ed the road. W hile sm all 
salvage cuts were made in a few areas 
thirty years ago, most of this nearly
7,000-acre parcel has been growing 
reproducing and dying naturally for 
the last 10 0  or so years; and most of 
it is roadless.
Beyond the ends of the 1960’s skid 
roads are hardwood forests with two 
and three foot diameter sugar maple 
and yellow  birch. In the drainages 
between the hardw oods are cedar 
swamps with even larger trees and in 
some cases no stumps at all.
Northern white cedar is extremely 
slow growing. Trees only a foot in 
diameter here are over 13 0  years old; 
trees much larger have rotten centers 
that can not be dated - although a rule 
of thumb suggests that three and a 
half-foot d iam eter cedar predates 
N orth A m erica ’s iron  age. W hile
Root system  
towers above 
h ikers n ear  
St.John River.
hardw ood stum ps keep their flat 
hewn tops for five or six decades, a 
white cedar stump will remain iden­
tifiable close to a century. With few 
stumps visible in some of these cedar 
stands, we can be sure that m any 
predate European settlement.
Fallen trees bristling with branches
speckled with moss and asprout with 
seedlings. Beneath these, the stems 
are older still. Saplings grow from 
irregular mounds of punky wood - 
and the ground beneath these has 
even older signs of fallen trees.
Trees have grown and died here for 
a very long time. With such a large,
ich natural con ­
dition , the con ­
servatio n  d e c i­
sions here at least 
w ill be relatively 
easy. Months and 
perhaps years of 
w o rk  lie  ahead 
before the same 
can be said of the 
entire ownership.
BRUCE KIDMAN
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For the third time in just twelve years,
The Nature Conservancy has named Maine its 
Chapter o f the Year!
The initial announcement came at the 
national annual meeting in Cincinnati - but #  
Conservany President John Sawhill flew in for the 
Maine Chapter annual meeting this October to share 
the news with members, trustees and sta ff 
here in Maine.
/
The Conservancy's work in Maine 
was cited for the breadth and boldness with which we have 
tackled the challenges of preserving native plant and animal 
habitat. Through landscape scale conservation planning, 
innovative and entrepreneurial approaches, and commitment 
to working through strategic partnerships, the Conservancy in 
Maine made 1999 a banner year - one in which we can all take 
pride. I t  is all the greater honor when we consider 
the accomplishments of our colleagues 
throughout the nation.
Our most heartfelt thanks go to Members of the Maine 
Chapter for the faith you have placed in our work and the 
unstinting support you have provided us year after year. 
As we march into the year 2000, we can build on success 
and accomplish more than ever before.
M aine C hapter
The N ature C on servan cy
Fort Andross
1 4  M aine Street, Suite 4 0 1
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